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PRESIDENTS LOG
Opening Day for the Lighthouse & Museum is Memorial Day weekend (May 28, 29, &
30). I will be contacting members to volunteer in the gift shop. Our days open to the public are Wednesdays, Saturdays, Sundays and all legal holidays from 1:00pm to 4:00pm.
If you cannot come during our public hours we will also try to accommodate your requests for any day of the week for private tours as we are trying to make ourselves available to you at all times. Group tours are welcome by appointment. Please email
us at keeper@fairportharborlighthouse.org or call (440) 354-4825 to make appointments.
On April 24th The Society held a Question & Answer session. The purpose was to invite
Fairport residents to become members of the Fairport Harbor Historical Society to hopefully enroll some new volunteers. It was chaired by John Ollila, Marty O’Gara and Linda Toth. It included a
tour of the Lighthouse & Museum and some light refreshments. The event was very successful.
On April 30th we had our spring cleaning of the lighthouse & museum. We were aided in cleaning by the
members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. We had the pleasure of working with
thirteen volunteer Mormons who cleaned and polished everything in the museum and lighthouse that
did not move (lol). What a great help they were. Sharon Chamberlain, Marty O’Gara, and Melanie
Zavrl from our society directed and worked alongside with the Mormons so with their eager and willing
help the cleaning was accomplished in one day. What a wonderful day it turned out to be.
I didn’t realize how many golf carts there were in Fairport Harbor until I saw them lined up in the VFW
parking lot. These were the ones participating in the annual golf cart pub crawl. I would think there is
another thirty who did not participate. What a wonderful thing this group has done by sharing with local
organizations. We were presented with a check for $500.00 and the Fairport Tourism received $1,000
towards an eight-seated golf cart to use for Fairport Harbor tours. The society is grateful for their donation
which will be put in our restoration fund.
GET WELL WISHES go out to Louise & Dave Wayner who are both awaiting surgery. Marty Mercsak and
Patty Bevan who are recovering from the covid 19 and Martin Trawicki who had a stroke. We wish them all
a speedy recovery. We hope to see you at the lighthouse and museum this summer. Volunteer or stop and
say Hello! Enjoy the view in our backyard.
The Fairport Harbor West Breakwater Lighthouse Open House
will be held on June 11, 2022. Noon - 4:00pm
Public visitors welcome, walk out on dunes/wall from Headlands State Park
to her site - a bit challenging in some spots, good walking shoes needed.

Volunteer Opportunities

Tuesday is our work day. Join us and help with miscellaneous tasks and chores that are necessary to keep
the lighthouse functioning with all volunteer help.
• Preservation Committee. Join us in an important part of our existence.
• Gift Shop Volunteer.
ALL help is appreciated.
• If interested in helping out, please call the lighthouse.

Fairport Harbor Mardi Gras 2022
Eighty Years of Memories

JULY 1st - PARADE - 7:00 PM
JULY 2nd - YOGA - 2:00 PM - HOT DOG EATING CONTEST 6PM
JULY 3rd - BINGO - 2-4:00 PM - PIE EATING CONTEST 6 PM
FIRE WORKS AT DUSK
JULY 4th KID’S DAY - 1-5:00 PM - WATERMELON EATING CONTEST - 6PM
FAMILY NIGHT 6-10:00 PM IN THE ENTERTAINMENT GARDENS
The first Mardi Gras was held on July 4, 1939 It was so popular that many residents requested another celebration
the following year. It was then decided to make this an annual event, and on April 22, 1941, the Articles of Incorporation were signed by Ford W. Andrus, William Mackey Sr., Eric Wilde, and Mrs.Lillian Luthanen Robinson. The
primary purpose as listed in the Articles of Incorporation is “Promoting the general welfare of the village of Fairport
and its inhabitants” We must agree, they certainly have done that, and we wish Mardi Gras much success in the future. Today, Fairporters who moved to other states, however, Mardi Gras time meant “going home” for reunions with
family and friends.
Thirteen members from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints helped clean our historic lighthouse.
Fairport Harbor played an important role for the Latter-day Saints coming to and leaving Kirtland, Ohio. Fairport
is twelve miles from their settlement at Kirtland. Oliver Cowdery described Fairport as “An excellent harbor, and
[it] affords a safe moorage for shipping.” In 2003 a plaque was placed near the lighthouse. It pays tribute to the
more than 3,000 members of the Church who passed through our harbor.

Results of the 2022 Elections

Membership Action

Thanks to Marty O’Gara, Linda Toth and John Ollila for the
April 24th Membership Open House. While we hoped that
more locals could have attended, we did meet a few people
who were visiting from out of town and out of state. It was
a beautiful day. John told stories about our town and it’s
heritage. Everyone who attended enjoyed their visit.
Our membership is increasing. As of today, our membership is up to 176. We have had a couple of people purchase
Other officers serving:
lifetime memberships. You may want to consider getting
Mary Alyce Gladding, President - Term expires 2023
a lifetime membership the next time that you renew your
Martha O’Gara, 2nd Vice President - Term expires 2023 membership, and you won’t have to worry about your membership lapsing. Just a thought.
Sharon Chamberlain, Treasurer - Term expires 2023
Dan Maxson -Term expires - 2023
We hope to see you soon. Remember, opening day is
Memorial Day. Enjoy your summer.
Melanie Zavrl - Term expires 2024
Martin Trawicki - Term expires 2024
Melanie Zavrl, Membership Chairman.
First Vice President
Louise Pohto Wayner - 2 year term
Secretary
Ellen Brown - 2 year term
Trustees
Tony Bertone - 3 year term
John Ollila - 3 year term

New Freeway Sign for the Lighthouse by Dan Maxson

Pictured is the newly installed Lighthouse Sign at Exit 223 on Rt. 2
East. The sign is a welcome addition and should boost awareness of
the Lighthouse and Marine Museum while increasing tourism impact
in Fairport Harbor and Lake County. The new sign marks the end of a
ten year process. First requested in 2011 when Congressman Steve
LaTourette was in office, FHHS trustee Dan Maxson, LCVB Director
Neil Stein and Lake County Engineer James R. Gills collaborated in
2021 to bring the request to its successful conclusion.

How Did They Save Our 1871 Lighthouse? by Lee Silvi

In the February issue of A View Through the Porthole we learned how the 1871 Lighthouse was built on the same site
as the 1825 lighthouse. In 1925 the 1871 lighthouse was decommissioned. So how was it saved, given that when the
appropriation legislation that was passed by Congress in 1869 to build our “1871 Lighthouse”, funds were also included
for future demolition? (It was common practice for Congress to include demolition funds in this manner.) In the case of
the Fairport light a total of $1,600 was included (in 1869) for the demolition of the lighthouse when it became no longer
needed. When the 1925 West Breakwater Lighthouse was completed the 1871 light went dark, and at that point the 1871
lighthouse could have been demolished. Beginning in 1925 the townspeople set out to save the lighthouse, which had
been granted a temporary reprieve by the Secretary of Commerce, from destruction. It is reported that the Daughters of
the American Revolution, Kasvi Temperance Society, Fairport Men’s Civic Club, and many other groups got involved in
the effort. US Senators Fees and Willis of Ohio took an active interest in saving the landmark. In June 1925 the Secretary
of Commerce agreed to allow the obsolete lighthouse to remain standing “for the time being”. At least one source states
the keeper’s dwelling, beginning in 1925, was used for about twenty years as a residence for the Chiefs at the US Coast
Guard station.
Around 1941 the Village of Fairport was granted a five year revocable lease by the US Coast Guard, and that lease was
renewed in 1946.On March 17, 1945 the Fairport Historical Society was incorporated under laws of Ohio. By summer
1945 one room of the museum was underway. On July 2, 1946 the museum was formally dedicated and three rooms were
open to the public. But the danger of demolition was still a possibility!
In July 1952 it was learned the lighthouse and dwelling had been declared as surplus property. But it was also made
clear the Fairport Historical Society could not legally gain title to the lighthouse. So then Mayor Ritari urged quick
movement by the village to gain title. The mayor stated the historical society “put Fairport on the map” by creating and
maintaining the museum. (It was the first Great Lakes Lighthouse Museum.) In May 1953 the village learned from US
Representative Oliver Bolton that the government had quit claimed the property in favor of the Village of Fairport. It was
made clear that the property had to be used as a historical monument and museum.
In June 1953 the village entered into a lease with the historical society for $1 per year. This was because the village
government recognized that the society played a leading role in saving and acquiring the property. Also, sometime during
1953, the Fresnel lens was returned to Fairport from Cleveland, but I am unable to determine where it had been kept.
Another condition of the quit claim was that the Village had to make biennial reports to the government for twenty
years, and prove that the property was being maintained as an historic monument and for incidental purposes (museum).
After each biennial report the Department of the Interior would send an inspector to the site. According to the 1976 Fairport Harbor history book, the primary writer of these reports was Miss Pearl Killinen, with assistance from Jack Laczko,
Mrs. Frank Converse, and Mrs. Mary Whitmore.
In 1973 the tenth and final report was provided to the government. After inspection Mayor Lintala received a letter from
the US Government that the historical society was to be congratulated for their work on behalf of the Village, and the reporting for the past 20 years. The tenth and final report had been written primarily by John Killinen and Mrs. Eleanor Szabo,
as Pearl Killinen had died. The reports over the years were noted by the US government to be “accurate and meticulous”
For many years the society wanted to add a pilot house. That wish was fulfilled in 1967, thanks In large part to Dwight
Boyer. Mr. Boyer was a FHS member, well known author of Great Lakes books, and a feature writer for the Plain Dealer. He learned that the Frontenac pilot house would become available from Cleveland Cliffs, and in 1967 the pilot house
made the trip through Cleveland’s Public Square, down Lakeside Avenue, and onto the Shoreway. The ten ton pilot house
was escorted by the Lake County Sheriffs department to Fairport Harbor. Upon arrival in 1967 it was placed on blocks,
until the permanent foundation was added in 1968. A formal dedication ceremony occurred on Sept. 8, 1968.
Credit: Much of the information herein is obtained and condensed from a much longer 1971 report authored by
“Pearl E. Killinen, FHHS Historian” and from A History of Fairport Harbor, Ohio 1976.

Fairport Hometown Sketches:

Fairport Harbor’s location on Lake Erie has allowed it to witness not only nature’s fiercest tempests
but to participate in its maritime history. May’s newsletter features three men of the lake, all from
Fairport. Two of them G. F. Babcock and N.M. Rasmussen served as commanders of the
USLSS - Station Fairport, the third Edward Stange and his tug ‘Ohio’ safeguarded the harbor.
George Francis Babcock
Born in December 1845, George Francis Babcock and his older brother Joseph C. are well known maritime
names in Fairport lore. George Francis or ‘Frank’ had humble beginnings. His parents owned a grocery and
supply store near the local docks. In 1863, Frank began his sailing career. Various commissions and appointments on sailing vessels led to his being appointed assistant lighthouse keeper at Fairport Harbor in 1871.
In September 1876, the US Lifesaving Station at Fairport was built and Frank was tendered the office
of keeper. He served in this post for twenty two years, participating in more than 300 rescues and nearly
$3,000,000 of cargo retrieval. He died in September 1898.
Niels M. Rasmussen
Capt. N. Rasmussen ( Eagle Street) was one of the first US Coastguards-men, when that branch of government service was established in 1915. Previous to his government experience, he sailed on the Lakes as
quarter-master for numerous schooners. His first visit to Fairport was in 1872. Rasmussen served in the US
Navy on the USS Wolverine / Michigan, served six years as surfman at Station Erie, Pa. and took command
of USLSS-Station Fairport in February 1899 until its end in 1915. Rasmussen and Babcock, both of Fairport
were the station’s only keepers in its history. Rasmussen even served as Mayor of Fairport in his lifetime.
Edward Stange
Capt. Edward Stange was born in Fairport in 1892. At the age of 16, Edward had begun his maritime career.
From steamers to stationary engineer his experiences grew. Finally in 1929, Edward accepted a position
with the Great Lakes Towing Company. Given ‘command’ of the tug ‘Ohio’, his adept handling of the giant
steamers benefited the entire harbor communities he served. Stange served Fairport as a member of Village
Council. His tenure also saw the construction of the village water plant and other civic projects.
The histories of all three captains are shared in detail via photos, archives and artifacts at the Fairport
Harbor Lighthouse and Marine Museum. Come visit during the 2022 season and learn about the village’s
maritime history that dates back to 1812.
IN MEMORIAM
Paul J. Van Jura, age 69, passed away on April 18, 2022. He graduated from Fairport Harding in
1970. He received his Bachelors degree at Kent State and later his Masters in Education from
Ashland University. He was a teacher and coach for many years, but he spent most of his career
at Ridge JHS and Mentor HS. Paul was a member of the Society since 1978. He is survived by
his children, grandchildren, siblings, nieces, nephews, and cousins.
Ruth C. Hyslop, age 96, passed away on May 9, 2022. She served as secretary for many years
for Concord Township. Ruth was a very active lady. She sang in the Painesville Womens
Chorus, volunteered at the Natural History Museum, and the Lake County Genealogical Society.
She spent many years working in the gift shop at our museum. She is survived by her 4
children, 10 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren.
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is the official newsletter of the Fairport Harbor Historical Society.
The newsletter is produced quarterly for members of
the Society: February, May, August and November.
If your address changes, please notify us.
To be informed about upcoming events, tours, and
Fairport Harbor Lighthouse news send us your e-mail
address and we’ll add you to our E-News list soon.

Fairport Harbor Lighthouse & Marine Museum
129 Second Street
Fairport Harbor, Ohio 44077
440-354-4825
www.fairportharborlighthouse.org

